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Bankruptcy FilingsDown in Calendar Y ear 2000

Although bankruptcy filings remain 6 percent higher than five years ago when filings first passed
the one-million mark, the number of bankruptcy petitions filed in calendar year 2000%the 12-month
period ending December 31, 2000% fdl 5 percent over filings in caendar year 1999, according to data
released today by the Adminidtrative
Office of the U.S. Courts.

Filings in the calendar year 2000

totaled 1,253,444, while the filings for Business and Non-business Fi!ings CY 1996-2000

caendar year 1999 totaled 1,319,465. The | &Y Business  Non-business TOTAL

drop in filings was largely due to fewer 2000 35472 1,217,972 1,253,444

Chapter 7 bankruptey filings, particularly 1999 37,884 1,281,581 1,319,465

Chapter 7 non-business filings. Filings for 1998 44,367 1,398,182 1,442,549

Chapters 11 and 13 increased, while the 1997 54,027 1,350,118 1,404,145
1996 53,549 1,125,006 1,178,555

number of Chapter 12 filings fell by over
half. Overal, both non-business and
business filings decreased.

The number of bankruptcies filed during the Judiciary’s fisca first quarter of FY 2001 (October
1-December 31, 2000) was 310,169, down 3 percent from the 318,634 filings for the first fiscal quarter
of fiscal year 2000 (October 1-December 31, 1999). The Judiciary’s fisca year begins October 1.

Filings by Chapter

Of the tota number of bankruptcy filings for the 12-month period ending December 31, 2000,
there were 859,220 Chapter 7 filings, a drop of 7 percent from the 927,074 Chapter 7 filings in the same
period in 1999. The next largest group of filings was Chapter 13 filings at 383,894, up less than 1
percent from the 382,214 filings in the same period in 1999. Chapter 11 filings rose 6 percent to 9,884
in calendar year 2000, from the 9,315 Chapter 11 filings in 1999. Chapter 12 filings fell by more than
half in this period, from 834 in 1999 to 407 in 2000, in large part due to the expiration of the statutory
provisions for this chapter on July 1, 2000.

Non-business filings fell 5 percent from 1,281,581 in 1999 to 1,217,972 in 2000. Business filings
aso fell, down 6 percent from 37,884 in 1999 to 35,472 in 2000.

Chapter 7 is designed to alow individuals to keep certain exempt property while the remaining
property is sold to repay creditors. Under Chapter 13 bankruptcy, creditors may be repaid in ingtall-
ments, in full or in part, over a 3- to 5-year period. Chapter 11 provides for a business to continue
operations while formulating a plan to repay its creditors. Chapter 12 is designed to meet the needs of
financialy distressed family farmers.

(MORE)
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Total Bankruptcy Filings by Bankruptcy Chapter
Calendar Years, Period Ending December 30, 1996-2000

Chapter
Yea 7 11 12 13
2000 859,220 9,884 407 383,894
1999 927,074 9,315 834 382,214
1998 1,035,696 8,386 807 397,619
1997 989,372 10,765 949 403,025
1996 810,400 11,911 1,083 355,123

Quarterly Bankruptcy Filings*

Ending Total Filings Ending Total Filings

DEC. 31, 2000 310,169 DEC. 31, 1995 244,494
SEPT. 30, 2000 308,718 SEPT. 30, 1995 233,593
JUN. 30, 2000 321,729 JUN. 30, 1995 235,302
MAR. 31, 2000 312,335 MAR. 31, 1995 212,626
DEC. 31, 1999 318,634 DEC. 31, 1994 201,618
SEPT. 30, 1999 323,550 SEPT. 30,1994 208,187
JUN. 30, 1999 345,956 JUN. 30, 1994 216,213
MAR. 31, 1999 330,784 MAR. 31, 1994 206,565
DEC. 31, 1998 353,108 DEC. 31, 1993 206,570
SEPT. 30, 1998 361,205 SEPT. 30, 1993 215,498
JUN. 30, 1998 373,460 JUN. 30, 1993 229,406
MAR. 31, 1998 354,118 MAR. 31, 1993 222,694
DEC. 31, 1997 347,685 DEC. 31, 1992 228,562
SEPT. 30, 1997 353,515 SEPT. 30, 1992 236,810
JUN. 30, 1997 367,168 JUN. 30, 1992 250,622
MAR. 31, 1997 335,073 MAR. 31, 1992 252,733
DEC. 31, 1996 311,131 DEC. 31, 1991 234,383
SEPT. 30, 1996 303,309 SEPT. 30, 1991 231,743
JUN. 30, 1996 297,162 JUN. 30, 1991 246,496
MAR. 31, 1996 266,149 MAR. 31, 1991 231,017

A breskdown of the latest data on bankruptcy filings follows and aso is available on the home page of
the Judiciary at www.uscourts.gov.

*Because of ongoing corrections to the bankruptcy database, the quarterly data may not total to the most
recent annua figures.



TABLEF-2U.S. BANKRUPTCY COURTS

BUS NESSAND NONBUSINESSBANKRUPTCY CASESCOMMENCED, BY CHAPTER OF THEBANKRUPTCY CODE,

DURING THE TWELVE-MONTH PERIOD ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2000
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CIRCUIT

AND TOTAL
DISTRICT FILINGS
4TH.. 114221
MD...... 30,335
NCE... 10832
NCM 9,398
NC,W. 6,861
... 11,958
VAE. 26,131
VAW. 10,060
WVN. 3404
WV,S. 5242
5TH. 103,714
LAE.. 8,265
LAM... 2831
LAW... 12,039
MSN.... 6,314
MSS.... 12144
TXN.... 20674
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TX,S... 17157
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6,788
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3283
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100,300

8,143
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11578
6,215
12,040
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8575
16334
14,883

157,806
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11,826
24,789
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21,646
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20,156
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CIRCUIT
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DISTRICT FILINGS
7TH.. 116,535
ILN.... 42,340
ILC.. 11,406
IL,S... 7,416
IN,N.... 14,102
IN,S... 2342
WILE.... 12,075
WI,W.... 5774
8TH... 76,078
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ARW 6,218
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ND...... 1933
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DISTRICT FILINGS

10TH.. 70454
CO..... 15558
KS.... 11,315
NM...... 7,032
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*THESE FIGURESINCLUDE THE FOLLOWING CASESNOT REFLECTED ELSEWHERE:
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